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in that it counts each person, who reports having had a veridical percep-
tion, as an undivided unit of percentage in favor of true premonitions;
whereas each individual should only count such a fraction here as his
apparently true premonitions represent of the total number of fancied

announcements, both true and hallucinatory, which he has had during the years
specified. Or to state the point in rougher words than Mr. Parish’s great

courtesy and tenderness permit to himself: the truth of premonitions,
instead of being computed, as it were, on the percentage of old maids
who report having found a thief under their bed, should rather be based
on the ratio of true finds to the number of times that each maid has
)ooked for an intruder. We must agree with the author that this over-
sight “invalidates” the conclusions set forth in The Report. And we

may do this while remaining in doubt as to whether or not there are
such things as true “mediumistic,” “telepathic” and “veridical” commu-
nications. The Report only makes clear that if there be such communi-
cations, it is next to impossible to arrive at a just estimate of them by any
sort of census method based upon voluntary reports.

The New Psychology. By E. W. SCRIPTURE, Ph. D. (Leipzig), Director
of the Yale Psychology Laboratory. Scribners, 1897.

The general notion for the production of this book was good; there is
need that some one shall harvest the accumulating experiments of this

field, to condensed, harmonious, readable form. Any attempt at this
cannot be wholly without value, perforce of the richness of the material
at hand. It is only by a travesty upon megalopsychy, however, that the
title, “The New Psychology,” should be put upon such a work.

Chiefly the book is a paranoiac account of a narrow range of investiga-
tion and apparatus in which the author is absorbed. It contains � foot-
note references to publications by the author, and �o more to those of
his laboratory pupils; not to speak of a still greater overbalancing of
the text. Some estimate of the reliance that may be placed upon the
book may be drawn from the following example: Although overwhelming
contradiction has been heaped against the author’s experiments in
“mediate association,” this fact is passed over, in the author’s voluminous
account of the subject, by a foot-note stating merely that “several other
investigators have failed to find cases of mediate association.” In a

spirit of warm tenderness toward Yale University we draw a curtain over

the number of times the words “Yale Psychological Laboratory” occur.
To any one who has framed the conception that the New Psychology,

of current fame, is a broad discipline, inspired by the wide evolutionary
spirit of modern times, and sending deep, vital roots into natural history,
into comparative zoology and physiology, into child study, and into the

psychology of “crowds,” of “society,” of “history,” and of all sorts of
races and conditions of men, to such a one this book will come with
saddening enlightenment. Even it has no lesson to learn from modern
neurology, either normal or pathologic. The experimenter “cannot
spend time on physiological speculation and anatomical metaphors,”
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much less upon “arm-chair philosophizing.” He has but to accept the
purely non-metaphysical assumption that, in modern physics, “space is

a form of energy,” and then to sail ahead, confining himself wholly to
“observation” and “measurement,” i. e. without “arm-chair” reflection

of any kind, not even so much as was bestowed upon the observation and
measurement of the alchemists.

The previous book by this author, “Thinking, Feeling, Doing” (1895),

he declares to have been brought forth for “the average unscientific
reader.” It is difficult to conceive the degree of “unscientific reader”

for which the present edition is intended. In alternate lines, it ranges
between expositions too childish for children, and oracular dogmatism
outfathoming all modern physics and metaphysics combined. The facility

of literary disjunction accomplished in these inharmonious leaps is only
excelled by the masterly sweep with which long strings of unrelated decla-
mation are whirled to concentric and indubitable conclusions.

The book is the product of such enthusiastic labor, and the former

book has received such unmerciful censure, that in pure mercy, if not in

entire justice to the author, we refrain from further comment, begging

only that no one will soberly take this for “The New Psychology.”

Sexual Disorders of the Male and Female. By ROBERT W. TAYLOR, A. M.,
M. D. Lea Bros. & Co., New York and Philadelphia, 5897.

The first work by Dr. Taylor on the Pathology and Treatment of Vene-
real Diseases, 1895, made for him a well-earned reputation, and this last

book will add to the author’s fame. Although based more or less on

his first volume, this production has in it much that is new and valuable.
It is meant not only for the general practitioner, but the specialist, and
it gives us pleasure to recommend it without any limitations to the
medical profession. It covers the whole ground of these disorders in a

most thorough and concise manner; nothing of importance is left out,
and nothing unimportant added. The treatment advocated throughout

the book is conservative, but represents the best opinions of the day in
these matters, and the difficulties in the treatment are distinctly stated

and clearly met. We are glad to note the stress the author lays on the
value of gradual dilatation of strictures in chronic posterior urethritis as

against the plan adopted by so many good as well as bad practitioners,
of immediate cutting; with dilatation, if properly carried out as described
by Dr. Taylor, the ultimate cure, though it may take longer to attain it,
is surer and in the end more lasting. The author’s treatment of chronic
prostatitis is also excellent; but there is no part of this work which is

not good and which will not repay careful study. One interesting point
that the author brings out is that so-called cases of “phosphaturia” may
in reality be due to chronic prostatitis, and not to any trouble in the

urinary tract higher up. This is a fact of distinct importance, and one
not generally recognized by the medical profession.

Dr. Taylor’s style is excellent, and impresses confidence in the reader;
the book is abundantly and admirably illustrated, the illustrations are




